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THE    GREAT    WAR, 


PART  V. 


INDIA  AND  Till-:  WAR.*  (Coii/inticd.) 

l?v   the  Right   Hon.   Sir  H.   MoRTiMKU   Di'kand,  G.C.M.G., 
K.C.S.I.,  &c. 

India  is  now  for  the  first  time  united  into  one  Empire, 
of  which  the  King  of  England  is  overlord.  How  eonn-s 
it  th.it  the  ruler  of  these  little  islands  in  the  Northern 
seas,  thousands  of  miles  away,  has  gained  so  vast  a  dominion 
and  can  count  upon  the  loyalty  and  the  armed  service  of  all 
its  races  ?  It  is  certainly  a  wonderful  thing.  Let  us 
suppose  the  tables  turned,  and  that  one  of  the  Indian 
races,  gaining  command  of  the  seas,  had  established,  a 
century  or  two  ago,  a  dominion  of  the  same  magnitude  in 
Europe.  There  would  bo  an  Indian  Viceroy  with  head- 
quarters, say,  in  Rome  and  a  summer  residence  in  Norway. 
Such  countries  as  Erance,  Germany  and  .\ustria  would  each 
be  ruled  by  an  Indian  Lieutenant  Governor,  subordinate  to 
the  central  Government  in  Rome.  An  army  of  Indians 
70,000  strong,  with  a  force  perhaps  three  times  as  large  coni- 
pi)sed  of  different  European  races  officered  by  Indians, 
would  represent  the  military  strength  of  the  paramount 
power  in  the  whole  dominion.  The  British  Isles  would 
form  a  Province  under  an  Indian  Lieutenant  Governor. 
Ireland  or  Scotland  would  be  a  division  under  a  Commis- 
sioner. Kent  or  Devonshire  would  be  a  district  or  unit  of 
administration  under  an  Indian  magistrate.  There  would 
be  perhaps  200,000  Indians  all  told,  men,  women  and  chil- 
dren, in  all  Europe  ;  and  the  Indians  engaged  in  the  civil 
administration  would  be  so  few  that  the  Indian  magistrate 
ruling  an  English  county,  would  at  times  be  the  only  Indian 
within  its  limits.  That  is  not  a  fancj'  picture.  Only  the 
other  day  I  read  in  the  "  Times  "  that  the  Indian  district  of 
Mymensingl,  larger  than  our  largest  county,  wth  a  popula- 
tion of  four  miUions,  had  more  than  once  been  left  with  a 
single  English  officer.  If,  in  case  of  a  great  war  between 
Asiatic  powers  the  one  estabhshed  in  Europe  were  able  to 
rely  with  confidence  upon  the  lo\'alty  of  its  European  troops, 
and  to  use  them  against  its  enemies  all  over  the  world,  it 
would  be  an  astonishing  fact,  and  men  would  wonder  what 
could  be  the  reason  for  it.  That  is  the  position  of  the  British 
in  India.  What  is  the  reason  for  their  being  able  to  do  what 
they  are  doing  ? 

Well,  there  are  several  reasons,  but  I  believe  the  main 
reason  to  be  this — that  although  the  British  had  much  fight- 
ing in  India  before  their  supremacy  was  established,  yet 
that  supremacy  was  not  based  on  conquest  properly  so 
called,  but  was  brought  about  by  the  goodwill  and  co- 
operation of  Indians.  In  a  sense  the  Indian  races  chose  the 
British  to  rule  over  them,  and  they  are  content  with  their 
choice.  Though  the  sword  must  always  be  ready  to  the 
hand  of  an  Indian  Emperor,  for  among  a  population  of  300 
millions  there  must  always  be  some  malcontents,  even  at 

*  A  lecture  given  at  the  I,eague  of  the  Empire  Club  on  March  24. 


times  some  m  ilcontent  races,  vet  the  King  of  England  does 
not  lioUl  India  by  the  sword ,'lnit  by  the  willing  consent  of 
its  j)eople,  or  the  great  majority  of  them.  To  show  that  this 
is  the  case,  I  must  give  a  very  brief  account  of  the  rise  and 
progress  of  the  Britisli  Dominion. 

Long  before  the  Christian  era  great  dynasties  of  Hmdu 
kings  had  reigned  in  India,  and  more  than  one  had  reigned 
not  over  the  whole  of  India,  but  over  a  large  part  of  it. 
Then  about  a  thousand  years  ago  Maliomedan  conquerors 
began  to  break  in  from  the  westward,  and  finding  no  com- 
bined Indian  nation  to  oppose  them,  they  too,  established 
powerful  dynasties  which  ruled  over  vast  tracts  of  Hindu 
country.  Einnlly,  in  the  i6th  century,  the  most  famous  of 
these  dynasties,  that  of  the  Moglmls,  established  itself  in  the 
North,  and  in  the  time  of  our  Queen  Elizabeth  it  bcame 
under  the  great  Akbar  supreme  over  the  larger  part  of 
India.  The  Moghul  then  seemed  to  be  one  of  the  mightiest 
nionarchs  in  the  world.  He  was  a  foreigner,  of  alien  creed, 
ruling  over  a  population  mainly  composed  of  Hindus  ;  but 
his  rule,  though  founded  on  conquest,  had  been  strengthened 
by  a  policy  of  wise  conciliation,  and  his  splendid  Empire 
seemed  firmly  based  upon  the  consent  of  the  various  Indian 
races.  A  constant  stream  of  adventurers  from  the  outside 
came  year  bj'  year  to  keep  up  the  Mahomedan  stock. 

It  was  at  this  time  that  the  British  connection  \%ith  India 
practically  began.  The  maritime  nations  of  Europe  were 
then  competing  for  the  rich  trade  of  the  East,  and  in  the 
year  1600  Queen  EUzabeth  gave  a  charter  to  the  first  East 
India  Company.  From  that  time  the  British  in  India 
became  more  and  more  firmly  established,  until  at  last 
imperial  power  fell  into  their  hands. 

The  history  of  that  wonderful  achievement  seems  to  fall 
naturally  into  three  periods.  There  was  first  a  commercial 
period,  which  lasted  for  more  than  150  years,  until  after 
the  middle  of  the  i8th  century.  Then  there  was  a  period  of 
Indian  wars  and  territorial  acquisitions  which  lasted  until 
the  suppression  of  the  ]\Iutiny  of  1S57.  Finally,  there  was  a 
period  of  consolidation  and  internal  progress  which  has 
lasted  until  now. 

I  will  not  ask  you  to  follow  me  in  detail  into  the  circum- 
stances of  these  periods.  There  is  not  time,  and  I  wish  only 
to  bring  out  one  or  two  points  bearing  upon  the  present 
position.  But,  briefly,  I  may  say  that  during  the  first  period 
the  British  were  represented  by  a  chartered  company,  and 
their  object  was  trade.  The  company?  had  to  fight  for  its 
trade  against  other  European  nations,  but  it  did  its  best  to 
keep  clear  of  fighting  with  the  Indians  ;  and  though  it  had 
acquired  by  peaceful  means  some  factories  on  the  Indian 
coasts,  with  small  tracts  of  land  round  them,  the  heads  of 
the  factories  were  discouraged  from  obtaining  further 
cessions.  "  As  our  object  is  trade,"  the  Directors  wrote,  "  it 
is  not  politic  for  us  to  be  encumbered  with  much  territory." 

This  state  of  things  lasted  until  about  the  middle  of  the 
iSth  century  ;  then  came  a  startling  change.  It  should  be 
explained  that  during  the  previous  hundred  and  fifty  years, 
the  mighty  Empire  of  the  Moghuls  had  fallen  to  pieces.  It 
would  take  too  long  to  explain  the  causes  of  this  catastrophe, 
but  gradually  the  territories  they  ruled  had  one  by  one 
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broken  away  from  their  control,  ami  though  the  Emperor 
still  retained  tlu-  shadow  of  suzerainty  he  had  practically  no 
power  at  all.  India  had  been  parcelled  out  into  a  number 
of  independent  States,  whieii  uuitle  war  upon  each  other  as 
they  pleased  without  reference  to  their  nt)minal  overlord. 
Many,  if  not  most,  of  these  States  were  ruled  by  Maliomedan 
soldiers  of  fortune,  foreigners  from  beyond  the  passes,  who 
had  established  by  the  sword  their  control  over  populations 
of  Hinilus.  They  jxjssessed  large  disorderly  armies,  com- 
posed, to  a  considerable  extent,  of  foreign  mercenaries. 
India,  in  fact,  had  become  a  vast  field  of  chronic  war,  across 
which  annies  aggregating  perhaps  two  millions  of  men, 
marched  and  I'might  and  plundered,  the  trading  and  agricul- 
tural classes  submitting  to  each  conqueror  and  raider  in 
turn,  and  suffering  cruelly  in  the  process.  Among  the 
strongest  and  most  destructive  of  these  country  powers 
were  the  Marattas  from  the  west  of  India — Hindus — who 
raided  and  ravaged  among  their  co-religionists  from  sea  to 
sea,  even  as  far  as  Calcutta  to  the  East,  and  Madras  to  the 
South.  Remnants  of  the  Maratta  Ditch,  dug  to  keep  them 
out  of  the  town  itself,  arc  still  to  be  seen,  or  were  a  few  years 
ago,  at  Calcutta. 

This  was  the  India  with  which  the  company  had  now  to 
deal,  and  it  is  evident  that  the  position  was  very  diliercnt 
from  what  it  had  been  when  the  Moghul  Empire  was  strong. 
Owing  to  their  wars  with  other  European  nations  the  British 
now  had  in  India  a  small,  but  more  or  less  efficient,  force  of 
troops — European  and  native — against  which  the  armies  of 
the  country  powers  could  not  stand  on  equal  terms.  If 
conflicts  arose  it  seemed  likely  enough  that  both  the  British 
and  the  French  might  prove  to  be  stronger  than  aiiy  of  those 
powers.  This  is  precisely  what  happened,  and,  as  owing  to 
our  superior  strength  at  sea,  we  wore  down  the  French,  the 
end  of  it  was  that  Great  Britain  gained  supreme  dominion. 

It  is  interesting  to  consider  how  the  first  really  serious 
step  in  this  direction  took  place,  because  it  was  typical  of 
many  conflicts  to  come. 

Though  the  settlements  and  the  armed  strength  of  the 
British  lay  chiefly  on  the  coast,  and  to  the  South,  they  had 
a  factory  at  Calcutta,  in  the  great  Province  of  Bengal. 
Fearing  a  French  attack  they  fortified  this  factory.  The 
ruler  of  Bengal,  an  Afghan  foreigner,  ruling  an  >mwarlike 
population  of  Hindus,  took  umbrage  at  this,  and  marched 
upon  Calcutta.  Then  followed  the  tragedy  of  the  Black 
Hole,  when  over  a  hundred  English  were  done  to  death.  The 
company  at  once  struck  to  avenge  them.  Their  best  leader, 
Clive,  came  up  from  Madras  with  a  small  force  of  troops,  and 
at  Plassy,  in  1757,  the  mercenary  rabble  of  the  Bengal  ruler 
was  broken  and  scattered.  There  was  no  further  resistance, 
and  thus  at  one  stroke  the  British  found  themselves  masters 
of  a  province  larger  and  more  populous  than  England.  The 
Company  was  alanned  by  its  success,  and  tried  the  plan  of 
setting  up  another  native  ruler  under  its  protection.  This 
proved  unworkable,  and  in  1765  the  British  ass\mied  the 
direct  administration — thus  standing  out  defuiitely  as  a 
territorial  power.  This,  the  first  great  acquisition  of  terri- 
tory, was  made  possible  and  easy  by  the  fact  that  neither 
India  nor  Bengal  was  a  nation.      The  Bengalis  acquiesced 


willingly  in  the  overthrow  of  one  foreign  ruler  by  another, 
who  seemed  stronger  and  better,  and  the  Moghul  Emperor 
cared  very  little  who  ruled  Bengal,  which  had  long  been 
practically  independent  of  him. 

The  effects  of  the  acquisition  of  Bengal  were  of  great 
importance.  Not  only  did  it  supply  the  English  Company 
with  a  large  re%'enue  drawn  from  the  land,  but  it  Uterally 
opened  to  them  the  gates  of  Emi>ire,  for  it  brought  them 
into  the  Valley  of  the  Ganges  ;  and  from  the  earliest  times 
the  Valley  of  the  Ganges,  with  its  vast  fertile  plains,  had  been 
the  seat  of  the  great  Indian  Kingdoms.  The  British  were 
no  longer  in  the  remote  south,  behind  the  mountains  and 
rivers  which  cross  the  Peninsula,  but  had,  so  to  speak, 
turned  the  defences  of  Hindustan.  If  they  wanted  to  push 
forward  they  had  a  direct  and  easy  line  of  advance  to  the 
heart  of  the  Moghul  Empire.  Henceforth  Calcutta  became 
the  centre  of  the  British  power  in  India — the  natural  capital. 
As  a  fact,  the  British  did  not  want  to  advance.  The 
Company,  thinking  of  its  dividends,  dreaded  wars  and  in- 
crease of  responsibilities ;  and  the  English  Parliament, 
which  had  now  begun  to  take  an  interest  in  India,  formally 
declared  that  any  further  schemes  of  conquest  were  repug- 
nant to  the  wish,  the  policy  and  the  honour  of  the  nation. 
But  circumstances  proved  too  strong  for  them,  and  the 
advance  speedily  began.  It  was  greatly  accelerated  by  the 
fact  that  for  the  future  the  Governors-General  were  no  longer 
mere  servants  of  the  Company,  but  as  a  rule,  English  noble- 
men with  large  powers,  and  with  Parliamentary  and  social 
influence  in  England.  These  men,  some  of  them  masterful 
and  ambitious  men,  took  their  own  line,  and  showed  scant 
respect  for  the  cautious  views  of  their  nominal  superiors. 
The  result  was  that,  provoked  by  one  after  another  of  the 
country  powers,  the  British  went  on  from  acquisition  to 
acquisition. 

I  will  not  follow  the  wars  and  annexations  of  the  next 
seventy  years.  I  would  only  remind  you  once  more  that 
India  was  not  a  nation  but  a  gathering  of  dissimilar  and 
often  hostile  chiefships  largely  ruled  by  foreigners.  And  I 
would  ask  you  specially  to  remember  another  fact,  which 
cannot  be  too  often  or  too  strongly  pressed,  that  the  country 
powers  were  overthrown  by  armies  which,  though  officered 
by  Englishmen,  were  composed  mainly  of  Indian  troops, 
voluntarily  enlisting  under  the  British  flag.  They  were 
stiffened  by  a  few  British  battalions,  but  the  bulk  of  the 
troops  were  always  Indians.  Take  one  example.  In  1817 
there  was  a  great  war  against  the  Pindaris,  a  horde  of  free- 
booters who  had  their  fastnesses  in  the  central  parts  of  India, 
and  issuing  from  there  used  to  harry  the  whole  Peninsula. 
They  were  joined  by  their  fellow  robbers,  the  Marattas  of 
the  West,  as  also  by  bands  of  foreign  adventurers,  and  the 
British  had  to  assemble  against  them  an  army  of  120,000 
men.  Of  that  army  only  13,000  were  British.  The  rest, 
nearly  nine-tenths,  were  Indians  ;  and  they  fought  not 
against  their  countrymen,  but  against  enemies  who,  though 
certainly  for  the  most  part  Hindus,  had  for  generations 
harried  and  tormented  them,  and  were  no  more  their  country- 
men than  Christian  Germans  are  the  countrymen  of  Chris- 
tian Frenchmen.     They  gladly  enlisted  under  the  flag  of  the 
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British  Governmont,  wliicli,  as  Sir  Alfred  I.yall  has  said, 
always  paid  and  usually  won.  One  result  of  this  war  was 
the  salvation  of  the  most  ancient  ehiefships  in  India,  tlic 
Rajput  States,  which  had  been  almost  destroyed  by  the 
Marattas  and  Pindaris.  They  still  retain  the  autonomy 
which  the  British  Government  then  saved  for  them. 

So  matters  went  on  until,  in  \^.\<.),  every  State  in  India 
had  either  joined  the  British  or  had  been  overthrown  in  w^ar, 
and  for  the  first  time  an  Empire  had  been  established  which 
comprised  the  whole  of  India.  It  had  been  established  by 
the  willing  aid  of  Indians,  and  nearly  half  of  its  area,  with 
nearly  a  quarter  of  its  population,  remained  under  the  rule 
of  Indian  Chiefs. 

Its  stability  was  now  to  be  tried  by  a  great  storm — the 
Mutiny  of  the  Bengal  Army.  When  the  British  came  to 
Upper  India  they  began  to  draw  for  their  recruits  upon  the 
northern  races,  though  maintaining  their  coast  armies  in 
Bombay  and  Madras.  Their  recent  wars  had  been  fought 
mainly  by  the  northern  army,  which  was  the  largest  of  the 
three,  and  had  gradually  come  to  think  that  it  was  able  to 
make  or  mar  the  British  Kaj.  I  have  not  time  to  examine 
the  other  causes  of  tlie  Mutiny,  but  I  want  to  lay  stress  on 
two  facts — first,  that  it  was  not,  as  too  often  supposed,  a 
national  rising  against  foreign  rule,  but  a  military  mutiny, 
and  secondly,  that  it  was  put  down  with  the  willing  aid  of 
the  Indians  themselves.  Of  the  great  ruling  chiefs  not  one 
joined  the  ranks  of  the  rebels,  nor  did  the  population  gene- 
rally ;  while  not  only  the  men  of  the  southern  armies,  but 
thousands  of  other  Indians,  came  forward  to  fight  against 
them.  Take  one  single  illustration.  The  most  important 
operation  of  the  whole  war  was  the  siege  and  capture  of 
Delhi,  where  the  mutineers  held  the  aged  Moghul  Emperor 
as  a  more  or  less  willing  prisoner.  Of  the  troops  who  seized 
the  historic  Ridge,  and  themselves  besieged  for  months  by 
greatly  superior  numbers,  finally  stormed  the  Imperial  City 
and  planted  the  British  flag  on  the  palace  of  the  Moghuls, 
how  many  were  white  men  ?  Not  one-half — not  much 
more  than  a  third.  The  rest  were  Indians.  So  it  was 
everywhere.  The  British  Empire  had  been  established  with 
the  willing  aid  of  Indians.  It  was  upheld  in  its  hour  of  trial 
by  the  willing  aid  of  Indians.  I  cannot  dwell  too  strongly 
on  that  fact. 

With  the  suppression  of  the  Mutiny  ended  the  second 
period  of  British  Indian  History,  that  of  territorial  expan- 
sion. Then  the  great  Company  ceased  to  exist,  the  direct 
administration  of  India  was  taken  over  by  the  Crown,  and 
the  third  period,  that  of  consolidation  and  internal  progress, 
began.  I  should  have  said  before  that  these  periods  were 
not  clean  cut.  There  had  been  much  consolidation  and 
internal  progress  during  the  time  of  the  Company,  as  there 
were  wars  and  annexations  after  it.  The  greatest  reform  of 
all,  the  substitution  of  the  British  peace  for  the  state  of 
chronic  war  and  rapine  which  followed  the  break  up  of  the 
Moghul  Empire,  was  the  work  of  the  Company  ;  and  the 
Company  had  introduced  many  other  reforms.  In  British 
territory  a  regular  and  efficient  administration  gave  justice 
and  order  to  all  ;  taxation  had  been  lightened  ;  the  burning 
of  widows  had  been  abolished  ;  systematic  murder  and  gang 


robbery  had  been  rooted  out  ;  Indians  had  been  largely 
em]il()yed  in  the  public  services  ;  education  had  been  fos- 
tered ;  the  Press  had  been  made  free,  perhaps  too  free  ; 
irrigation  works  had  been  developed  ;  good  roads  had  been 
made  ;  cheap  postal  arrangements  had  been  instituted  ; 
railways  and  telegrajjlis  had  been  constructed.  In  fact,  a 
solid  foundation  had  been  laid  by  the  Company  for  the 
future  work  to  be  carried  on  under  the  Crown.  And  when 
the  Mutiny  had  been  suyipressed  the  British  Government 
proceeded  to  build  on  tliat  foundation.  It  would  be  im- 
possible to  enumerate,  much  less  to  exjtlain,  all  the  measures 
of  internal  reform  which  have  succeeded,  but  the  progress 
made  has  been  immense.  The  development  of  communica- 
tion and  public  works  of  all  kinds  ;  the  practical  extinction 
of  famines  ;  the  lightening  of  taxation  until  to  quote  Sir 
John  Strache}',  "  there  is  certainly  no  country  in  the  world 
possessing  a  civilised  Government  in  which  the  public 
burdens  are  so  light  "  ;  the  establishment  of  a  judicial 
system,  of  which  an  English  Judge  has  said  that  India 
possesses  "  by  far  the  best  system  of  criminal  law  in  the 
world  "  ;  the  astonishing  increase  of  trade  and  cultivation  ; 
the  extension  of  local  self-government  ;  the  advances  in 
sanitation  and  medical  organisation  of  all  kinds  ;  and  many 
other  reforms  which  cannot  be  cited,  have  made  the  India 
of  1914  so  different  from  the  India  of  1857,  that  one  can 
hardly  believe  the  change  has  been  effected  in  so  i^hort  a 
time. 

There  is  only  one  more  point  on  which  it  may  be  desirable 
to  say  a  few  words.  It  is  not  generally  understood  in 
England  that  a  very  small  number  of  the  judicial  and  execu- 
tive posts  in  the  Indian  public  service  are  held  by  English- 
men. Of  course,  it  is  true  that  the  proportion  of  English- 
men in  the  higher  posts  is  comparatively  large.  So  long  as 
Great  Britain  intends  to  uphold  her  dominion,  and  to  see 
that  India  is  ruled  on  principles  she  considers  right,  it  is 
inevitable  that  this  should  be  the  case.  But  nothing  is  more 
striking  than  the  small  number  of  Englishmen  employed  in 
India  compared  with  the  large  number  of  Indians.  Sir  John 
Strachey  pointed  out  ten  or  twelve  years  ago  that  only  about 
1,200  Englishmen  were  employed  in  the  civil  government  of 
232  millions  of  people,  and  in  the  partial  control  of  62 
millions  more,  the  inhabitants  of  native  States,  and  that  by 
far  the  greater  part  of  the  actual  administration  w'as  in 
Indian  hands.  He  showed  that  Indians  were  not  only 
admitted  to  the  Civil  Service,  but  held  thousands  of  offices 
in  the  superior  branches  of  the  executive  and  judicial  ser- 
vices, besides  nearly  all  posts  of  minor  importance,  which 
are  far  more  numerous.  "  Native  officers,"  he  said,  "  man- 
age by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  business  connected  with 
all  branches  of  the  revenue  service  and  with  the  multifarious 
interests  in  land.  Natives  dispose  of  the  greater  part  of  the 
magisterial  work.  The  duties  of  the  Civil  Courts  through- 
out India,  excepting  the  Courts  of  Appeal,  are  almost  en- 
tirely entrusted  to  native  judges.  Native  judges  sit  on  the 
bench  in  each  of  the  High  Courts."  The  state  of  affairs 
shown  by  Strachey  is  remarkable  enough,  but  the  nerumb 
of  Indians  employed  has  gone  on  increasing  since  he  wrote, 
and  they  have  now  been  appointed  to  some  of  the  highest 
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posts.  Iiulians  sit  in  the  Councils  of  tlio  Viceroy  and  tlu- 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  ;  and  an  Indian  is  a  member  of 
the  Judiciid  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council. 

Surely  nothing  can  be  more  preposterous  than  the  state- 
ment so  often  made,  that  the  Indians  have  no  sliare  in  tin- 
{government  of  tlieir  own  country. 

.\nd  surely  also  we  may  rely  upon  it  that  in  spite  of  the 
setlitious  utterances  and  seditious  acts  of  some  political 
agitators,  culminating  in  the  detestable  attempt  on  the  life 
of  the  Viceroy.  India  as  a  whole  is  loyal  to  the  British 
Crown.  The  Indians  have  shown  their  loyalty  in  the  past, 
notably  in  1SS5,  when  the  prospect  of  war  with  Russia  led 
to  an  outburst  of  enthusiasm  on  the  part  of  chiefs  and  people 
very  similar  to  that  we  have  seen  to-day.  Indians  are 
indeed  for  the  most  part  innately  loyal.  The  feudal  spirit 
is  still  strong  in  India.  Loyalt\'  will  be  given  to  any  ruler 
who  has  the  smallest  claim  to  it,  and  is  rarely  withheld  even 
from  one  who  has  not.  The  people  have  been  accustomed 
for  countless  generations  to  look  with  reverence  to  their 
Chief,  and  the  Chiefs  themselves,  proud  as  they  are,  have 
been  accustomed  for  hundreds  of  years  to  look  to  a  great 
overlord.  And,  as  1  hope  I  have  shown,  the  British  have 
on  their  side  been  loyal  to  India.  As  they  rose  to  dominion 
with  the  goodwill  and  co-operation  of  Indians,  so  they  main- 
tained their  dominion  and  desire  to  maintain  it  in  the  future. 
Their  administration  is  largely  in  the  hands  of  Indians  ; 
their  army  is  mainly  composed  of  Indians  ;  they  have  not 
feared  to  give  Indians  the  education  they  thought,  rightly 
or  wrongly,  to  be  the  best,  even  when  it  told  in  a  measure 
against  themselves;  finally,  though  they  are  a  handful  of 
foreigners,  far  less  than  one  in  a  thousand  of  the  population, 
they  have  not  feared  even  to  take  steps  which  tend  to  give 
to  India  the  national  unity  which  she  has  never  before  pos- 
sessed. They  believe  that  the  races  of  India  understand, 
and  are  proud  to  belong  to  a  great  Empire  built  up  largely 
by  Indians  themselves — proud  also  to  belong  to  the  yet 
greater  Empire  of  which  India  forms  a  part.  Therefore, 
they  have  seen  with  admiration,  but  with  notliing  akin  to 
surprise,  the  demeanour  of  her  chiefs  and  people  to-dav  ; 
and  are  confident  that  whenever  the  Empire  maybe  assailed, 
the  King  can  rely,  without  a  doubt,  upon  the  whole-hearted 
support  of  India.  And  what  does  the  support  of  India 
mean  ?  It  means  this,  that  in  time  of  trouble  the  King  of 
England  can  draw  upon  the  lighting  power  and  the  resources, 
not  only  of  sixty  millions  of  white  men,  but  of  three  hundred 
millions  in  India.  And  though  all  the  three  hundred 
millions  are  not  composed  of  fighting  races  fit  to  face  picked 
European  troops  on  equal  terms,  yet  scores  of  millions  are 
of  excellent  fighting  material,  and  the  resources  of  the  whole 
are  behind  the  fighting  men.  Think  of  the  vast  reserve  of 
strength  that  gives  to  the  British  Crown.  People  talk  of 
the  unlimited  numbers  W'hich  Russia  can  bring  to  bear  upon 
our  common  enemy.  Yet  the  Russian  Empire  contains  all 
told,  in  Europe  and  Asia,  a  hundred  and  seventy  millions  of 
people.  It  is  at  present  better  organised  for  land  war  than 
the  British,  but  there  is  certainly  no  reason  to  doubt  that 
the  numbersof  possible  fighting  men  in  the  British  Empire 
of  nearly450  millions  are  equal  to  the  numbersin  the  Russian. 


Of  course,  there  is  one  condition  which  must  never  be 
forgotten,  that  Great  Britain  must  hold  the  supremacy  of 
the  seas.  The  British  Dominion  in  India  is  based,  and 
always  must  be  based,  upon  sea  power  ;  but  given  supreme 
sea  powTr  India  is  of  incalculable  value  to  the  Empire. 
Indian  troops  are  fighting  now  not  only  in  Europe,  but  in 
Egypt  and  Asiatic  Turkey  and  East  Africa  and  China  ;  and 
they  are  ready  to  fight  in  any  other  part  of  the  world  to 
which  British  ships  can  convey  them.  They  have  shown 
that  many  times  before  now  ;  but  the  world  has  n(jt  imder- 
stood  what  the  fact  meant.  It  is  beginning  to  understand 
now.  Hitherto,  all  who  wished  us  ill  have  regarded  India 
as  a  source  of  weakness  to  England.  They  have  believed 
that  in  case  of  a  great  war  in  Europe,  India  would  seize  the 
opportunity  to  throw  off  a  hated  foreign  yoke  ;  and  they 
have  jeered  at  the  folly  of  England  in  imagining  that  she 
could  "  hold  down  "  the  Indians  with  a  force  of  British 
troops  amounting  to  less  than  one  in  four  thousand  of  the 
population.  This  was  said  to  be  one  of  the  many  signs  of 
our  national  decadence.  It  ne\'er  occurred  to  them  that 
England  was  not  holding  down  India  at  all,  and  that  the 
smallness  of  the  British  army  in  India  was  the  best  proof  of 
the  fact.  But  India  knows  that  far  from  holding  her  down, 
England  has  united  and  strengthened  her  till  she  has  become 
one  of  the  strongest  of  Asiatic  powers.  Henceforth  any 
monarch  in  the  world  who  thinks  of  throwing  down  the 
gauntlet  to  England,  will  know  that  behind  England  stands 
not  only  a  serried  phalanx  of  her  white  kinsfolk,  but  the 
imposing  array  of  the  Indian  Chiefs  and  races.  Truly  it  is 
no  liglit  thing  that  the  King  of  England  is  Kaiser-i-Hind. 


DIARY   OF   THE   ''^ KR.— {Continued). 

April  1st  onwards.     Severe     tijjhtinc;     in     the     Carpatliiaiis.     Xo 
decisive  action  on  either  side.     Turkish  patrols  in 
the  Sinai  Peninsula. 
7th  onwards.     Advance  of  the  I'rencli  between  the  Mense  and 
the  Moselle. 
,,    nth     Belgian  attack  on  the  Cernians  on  the  Yser. 

,,    12th  &  13th.     Successful  Briti.sh  operations  in  the  Persian  Gulf. 

15,000  Turks  put  to  ili.yht. 
,,    i.^tli     German   aircraft   over   Northumberland,   slight   damage 

done. 
,,    l.(th     The  Kntwvk,  a  Dutch  vessel,  torpedoed  by  German  sub- 
marine off  Dutch  coast. 
,,   I4tli     Great  Battle  for  the  Uzsok  Pass  in  progress. 
,,   Kith     Bomb   raid  on   the   East  Coast.     French  success  near 

Arras.     Attack  of  Allied  sqnadron  of  15  Aeroplanes 

on  Ostend. 
,,   17th     Failure  of  enemy's  attack  at  Les  Epagnes. 
,,   17th     Fierce  fight  for  Hill  60  near  Ypres.     Success  of  the  Allies. 
,,   i8th     I,oss  of  British  submarine  E15  iu  the  Dardanelles. 
,,   20th     Success  of  Union  forces  in  German  South-west  Africa. 
,,   20th  onwards.     Fight  for  the  coast  in  progress.     Severe  attacks 

and  counter-attacks  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ypres. 

Gallant  stand  of  Canadian  troops. 
„   25th     Landing  of  Allied  Troops  on  the  Gallipoli  Peninsula. 
,,   26th     Renewal  of  German  attacks  iu  the  Meuse  district. 
,,   27th-3oth     Fighting   in  the   Dardanelles;    gallant    action    of 

Australian  and  New  Zealand  troops. 
,,    30th     .\ir  Raid  over  .Suffolk. 
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Acknowledgments. 

The  Council  have  pleasure  in  welcoming  Mr.  M.  J.  Kendall, 
Head  Master  of  Winchester  College,  as  a  Vice-President  of 
the  League,  and  Sir  Harry  Reichcl,  Principal  of  University 
College,  North  Wales,  as  a  member  of  the  History 
Committee.  They  desire  to  thank  Mrs.  Aston  Key,  a 
member  of  the  Social  Committee,  for  a  generous  donation 
of  /13.  15s.  od.,  the  proceeds  of  an  entertainment  given  by 
her  on  behalf  of  the  League,  and  Mr.  G.  St.  L.  Mowbray  for 
a  second  donation  of  £5.  The  Council  also  gratefully 
acknowledges  a  further  gift  from  Government  House,  St. 
Helena,  of  war  comforts  made  by  the  ladies  of  the  Island. 


Empire  Day  Celebration. 

The  proposal  of  the  League  to  celebrate  Empire  Day  this 
year  by  a  service  at  St.  Paul's  Cathedral  in  "  honour  and 
remembrance  of  great  men  "  has  met  with  general  approval, 
and  the  following  associations  have  already  arranged  to 
send  units  :  The  Boys'  Brigade,  the  Church  Lads'  Brigade, 
the  London  Diocesan  Church  Lads'  Brigade,  the  Navy 
League,  the  Boy  Scouts'  Association,  the  Boys'  Life  Brigade, 
the  Girl  Guides,  the  Church  Nursing  and  Ambulance  Brigade, 
the  FoundUng  Hospital  Brigade,  Newport  Market  Military 
School,  Dr.  Barnardo's  Homes  Brigade.  Each  Brigade  will 
have  a  band,  and  banners  and  flags  will  be  carried.  The 
sixty-four  flags  of  the  Empire  will  be  borne  by  a  unit  of 
the  League  of  the  Empire,  preceded  by  a  military  band 
and  accompanied  by  an  escort.  The  Musical  Arrangements 
of  the  Service  have  been  kindly  undertaken  by  Sir  George 
C.  Martin,  M.V.O.,  Organist  of  St.  Paul's  Cathedral.  The 
programme  of  the  service  will  be  published  in  the  next 
number  of  The  Federal  Magazine. 


The  League's  Work  for  the  War. 

The  League  continues  to  despatch  each  day  parcels  of 
clothing  and  comforts  to  the  troops  at  home  and  abroad, 
and  the  Committee  desire  again  to  express  their  gratitude 
to  the  many  friends  who  have  enabled  them  to  make  these 
gifts.  The  following  extracts  show  how  greatly  they  have 
been  appreciated  : — 

The  High  Commissioner  for  the  Union  of  South  Africa 
writes  that  "  he  is  in  receipt  of  a  communication  from  the 


Defence  Department  of  tlic  I'nion  of  South  Africa,  in  whiili 
a  desire  is  expressed  that  tlie  Government's  most  grateful 
thanks  may  be  conveyed  to  the  members  of  the  League  of 
the  Empire  for  the  generous  gifts  recently  sent  for  the 
Union  troops.  The  Department  adds  that  the  interest  and 
syminithy  evinced  by  the  people  of  Great  Britain  arc  greatly 
appreciated  by  the  men  in  the  field."  Commandant 
Brigadier-General  Bruce  Williams,  No.  i  Base,  Havre,  in 
acknowledging  a  consignment  of  warm  clothing,  writes  : 
"  The  men  have  mucli  cause  to  be  grateful  for  what  your 
Society  has  done  for  them  and  on  their  behalf,  I  beg  to 
express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  League  of  the  Empire  "  ; 
and  from  No.  6  General  Hospital,  Rouen,  comes  a  grateftil 
letter  for  a  parcel  of  blankets,  socks,  shirts  and  comforts  of 
various  sorts. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Officers'  Families  Fund  expresses 
her  "  most  grateful  thanks  for  the  great  quantity  of  things 
which  have  just  arrived,  all  most  useful  to  us,  the  boys' 
things  at  the  moment  most  wanted  "  ;  and  the  Secretary 
of  the  Stepney  Branch  of  the  Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Families 
Association  writes  to  tliank  the  League  for  "  the  capital 
selection  of  clothing  which  the  League  has  been  kind 
enough  to  send  us.  .  .  .  We  have  a  constant  demand  for 
boys'  clothing,  especially  boots." 

The  Secretary  of  the  Mission  to  Deep  Sea  Fishermen 
also  writes  to  acknowledge  with  grateful  thanks  a  splendid 
gift  of  woollen  comforts  sent  for  the  fishermen  and  mine 
sweepers,  which  would  be  put  to  immediate  good  use. 


Mrs.  C.  FESSENDEN,  the  Founder  of  Empire  Day  in  Canada. 

"Tommy  Atkins"  and  the  League. 

In  addition  to  forwarding  gifts  to  various  associations, 
comforts  of  all  kinds  have  been  sent  to  soldiers  both  at  the 
Front  and  in  training.  The  following  extracts  will  be  of 
interest  to  those  who  have  given  time  and  work  for  the  men. 
A  new  recruit  says  :  "  I  am  writing  at  the  request  of  the 
staff  of  the  Officer's  ]\Icss  and  for  myself  to  thank  you  very 
much  indeed  for  the  bale  of  comforts.  I  don't  know  how 
we  of  '  Kitchener's  Army  '  would  go  on  if  it  wasn't  for  the 
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Mrs.  HOLMAN  HUNT  (standing  on  the  right  of  the  doorway)  with  the  Croix  Rouge  "  in^France.' 


kindness  of  the  great  British  public  at  this  time.  Once  again 
may  I  e.xpress  our  heartiest  thanks  and  wish  the  League 
every  success."  Three  privates  in  hospital  in  France  tell 
of  their  pleasure  in  receiving  shirts  from  the  League,  while 
many  others  on  active  service  "  somewhere  in  France  " 
have  written  simple  and  touching  letters  of  tlianks  for 
unexpected  gifts. 

A  complete  list  of  regiments  and  institutions  helped  by 
the  League  is  printed  on  page  796. 

Mr.  H.  A.  L.  Fisher  and  the  Sheffield  Branch. 

Under  the  auspices  of  The  League  of  the  Empire,  !\Ir. 
H.  A.  L.  Fisher,  Vice-Chancellor  of  Sheffield  L^nivcrsity, 
and  a  member  of  the  History  Committee  of  the  League, 
addressed  a  large  meeting  of  the  local  Branch  of  the  National 
Union  of  Teachers  on  the  League's  Scheme  for  the  Study  of 
Imperial  History.  Mrs.  Watt,  M.A.,  of  Toronto  University, 
spoke  on  the  Canadian  syllabus.  Those  present  expressed 
much  interest  in  the  Scheme,  which  many  of  them  hope 
to  adopt  in  their  schools. 

The  present  Lord  Mayor  (Mr.  Oliver  Wilson)  and  the 
Bishop  of  Sheffield  have  lately  joined  the  Council  of  the 
Sheffield  Branch  of  the  League. 


Comrades'  Correspondence  Branch. 

A  letter  lia.'j  been  nccivcd  from  the  Director  of  Education 
for  South  Australia  thanking  the  League  for  distributing  the 
letters  brought  over  by  the  Australian  War  Contingent. 
The  Director  expresses  his  pleasure  tiiat  "  the  local  Branch 
of  The  League  has  done  much  to  bring  the  children  of  South 
.\ustralia  into  t<auch  with  the  children  of  other  jiarts  of  the 
limpire." 


The  Comrade  Correspondence  Branch  now  numbers  over 
32,000  members.  Including  the  889  correspondents  from 
South  Australia,  1,566  Comrades  have  been  placed  in  com- 
munication with  each  other  since  January  ist. 


With  the  French  Red  Cross. 

Members  in  all  parts  of  the  Empire  wIkj  have  received 
delightful  hospitahty  from  Mrs.  Holman  Hunt,  especially 
during  the  Conference  weeks  of  the  Imperial  Union  of 
Teachers,  will  be  interested  in  the  accompanying  photo- 
graph, which  shows  her  at  work  for  the  French  Red  Cross 
Society  "  somewhere  in  France."  Mrs.  Holman  Hunt  says 
that  they  are  serving  daily  from  three  to  live  hundred  men 
on  their  way  to  the  front,  and  she  asks  the  League  to  send 
further  supplies  of  all  kinds.  Any  special  gifts  for  Mrs. 
Holman  Hunt's  French  friends  will  be  gratefully  received 
at  the  Office  and  at  once  forwarded  to  tliiir  destin.ition. 


WAR  NOTES  FROM  OVERSEAS. 

New  South  Wales. 

■'  May  1  bi-  pardoned  for  writing  this  letter  ?  My  excuse  is 
that  I  desire  to  thank  you  and  all  the  Office  Bearers  of  the  League  of 
the  Empire  for  the  many  kindnesses  bestowed  upon  me  during  my 
visit  to  luigland  in  July,  1914.  Those  outings  under  the  auspices 
of  the  lA-ague,  the  reception  at  Caxtou  Hall  by  the  Executive,  those 
delightfully  iuformal  gatherings  at  the  CUib  rooms  in  Buckingham 
Gate,  and  the  many  additional  functions  arranged  for  us  of  the 
'  Over.seas  '  party,  were  most  enjoyable,  and  gave  me,  at  any  rate, 
a  fuller  conception  of  the  '  Crimson  thread  of  Kinship  '  which  unites 
the  Heart  of  the  lunpire  with  its  far  lluug  provinces.  I  have 
returned  home  to  siinnv  New  South  Wales  a  prouder  citizen  of  the 
Empire  than  ever.  I  have  seen  the  land  of  my  parents,  been  brought 
into  living  touch  with  mv  relatives  in  luiglaud,  gra.sped  hands  with 
your.self  and  other  '  Sons  of  the   lunpirc,'   and   been   privileged  to 
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witness  (diiriii);  tlu-  Ualance  of  my  stay  in  London)  the  jjlorious 
MianniT  in  whiili  thi'  ICnjjlishnian  rises  to  the  occasion,  as  when  war 
was  (Uohired  on  tlie  4th  Aii};usl. 

"  Out  of  this  fearful  lij;ht  will  arise  an  even  more  solidly  united 
Hritisli  ICnipire  than  that  existent  previously.  We  of  Australia 
realise  that  it  is  our  fij;lit  as  nnuh  as  it  is  that  of  the  Motherland,  and 
we  are  with  you  to  the  last  uuui  if  needs  be. 

"  Kille  reserves  are  being  formed  throughout  our  country  ;  men 
such  as  my.self,  over  50  years  of  age,  are  joining,  (hir  idea  being 
that  if  all  the  younger  men  are  called  for  we  older  men  will  be  here 
to  guard  our  land. 

"  Please  convey  to  your  IC.xecutive  my  sincercst  expressions  of 
gr.atitude  for  all  tluir  kindnesses." 

(Letter  to  Sir  I'hilip  Hutchins  from  the  Head  Master  of  the 
Superior  I'ublie  School,  Balmain,  Sydney.) 


NEWS   FROM  THE   BRANCHES- 


LIST    OF    INSTITUTIONS,    ETC..    HELPED    BY    THE 
LEAGUE. 


Hospitals. 

-Vu^lralian  Ho.spital,  Ikinlogne. 

British  Field  Hospital  for  Belgium,  Fumes. 

Hospital  for  French  .Soldiers,  Duukerque. 

War  Office  Military  Hospital  Xo.  4,  Versailles. 

War  Oflice  Military  Hospital  No.  6,  Rouen. 

King's  College  Hospital,  4th  Batt.,  London. 

Royal  Military  Hospital,  Portsmouth. 

Canadian  \\'ar  Contingent  Hospital,  Salisbury. 

Serbian  Red  Cross  Hospital. 

Cottage  Hospital  for  Belgians  (Wadhurst). 

Cottage  Hospital  (Mrs.  Rowcliffe),  Surrey. 

French  Red  Cross  Society. 

Fnnc'h  Wounded  Emergency  Funl. 

Red  Cross  Hospital,  Beckenham. 

Convalescent  Depot,  Rouen. 

The  Sharpit  r  Convalescent  Home,  Salcombe. 

Army  and  Navy. 

Lady  Jillicoe's  Depot  for  the  Navy. 

The  Navy  League. 

Grenadier  Guards,  ist  Batt. 

No.    I    Base   (Havre)   Reserves   (Cora.   Brigadier-General   Bruce 

Williams), 
loth  Batt.  Royal  Welsh  Fusiliers. 
Royal  Munster  Fusiliers. 
Hunts  Cyclist  Battalion. 

U  Battery  R.  Horse  Artillery,  Indian  Expeditionary  Force. 
Royal  Garrison  Artillerv,  France  (Lieut. -Col.  Eland). 
The  C.L.B.  Battalion,  King's  Royal  Rifle  Corps. 
The  Union  Troops  operating  in  South  Africa. 
The  Belgian  Army. 
A   number   of   men   in   the    British,    Canadian    and    Australian 

Expeditionary  Forces. 

Institutions. 

St.  John's  Ambulance  Associations. 

Officers'  Families  Fund  (Clotliing  Department). 

Poor  Clergy  Relief  Corporation  (Clothing  Department). 

Salvation  Army  (Clothing  Department). 

Church  Ami}'  (Clothing  Department). 

Dr.  Barnardo's  Homes. 

Homes  for  \\'aifs  and  Strays. 

Society  for  Ladies  in  Distressed  Circmnstances. 

Homes  for  Little  Boys,  Swanley. 

Sisters  of  the  Good  Shepherd,  'Westminster. 

Roj-al  School  for  Deaf  and  Dimib,  JIargate. 

The  Orphan  Home,  Heme  Bay. 

Orphanage  of  the  Infant  Saviour. 

Ragged  School  L'nion. 

St.  John's  Orphanage,  Durban. 

Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Families'  Association. 

Ro}-al    National   Mission    to    Deep    Sea    Fisherman    (for    Jline 

Sweepers) . 
Serbian  Refugees  War  Committee. 

Belgian  War  Refugees  War  Committee,  England  and  Holland. 
Club  for  the  \\'ives  of  Soldiers  and  Sailors. 
Chelsea  Work  Room  for  Distressed  Working  Girls. 
A  great  nimiber  of  private  individuals  in  distress. 


Sheffield. 

Tile  following  is  an  interesting  account  i>f  the  activities  of  the 
ShellieUl  branch  :  — 

Each  year,  in  the  autumn,  a  meeting  of  the  branch  is  called. 
Jfr.  Iliffe,  chairman,  presiding.  The  attendance  of  boys  and  girls 
averages  about  100.  A  report  of  the  year's  work  is  given,  and  a 
treasurer's  statement  made.  The  objects  of  the  League  are  explained 
by  Mi.ss  Couzens,  and  as  a  result  many  boys  and  girls,  especially 
those  newly  admitted  into  the  school,  are  eager  to  enrol  ;us  "  com- 
rades." The  funds  for  carrying  on  the  work  are  raised  by  means  of 
lectures  given  by  .some  member  (usually  a  master)  of  the  staff,  an 
admission  charge  of  id.  being  made. 

This  year  Mr.  Adkins  has  given  two  very  interesting  lectures  on  the 
present  war.  This  lecture  proved  so  successful  that  it  had  to  be 
repeated  on  the  proposal  of  the  lx)ys.  Mr.  Adkins  gave  a  second 
one  on  "  Britain  as  a  Sea  Power."  The  proceeds — a  sum  of  over 
ii — were  handed  to  the  local  Belgian  Relief  Fund. 

Since  the  outbreak  of  the  war  we  have  made  another  attempt  to 
get  a  response  from  our  linked  school  at  Andover,  New  Brunswick  ; 
the  girls  writing  to  their  "  comrades  "  in  .\ndover  and  showing 
their  deep  appreciation  of  the  loyal  and  ungrudging  support  which 
Canada  has  given  to  the  Mother  Country. 

Again  on  Jan.  29,  as  a  last  attempt  to  gain  their  attention,  a  parcel 
of  drawings  and  maps,  executed  by  the  boys  and  girls  for  exhibition 
last  Empire  Day,  was  despatched,  and  the  "  May  Queen  "  of  the 
school  also  wrote  a  letter  to  her  "  head  girl  comrade  "  describing  our 
celebration  of  Empire  Day.  We  have  not  yet,  however,  received 
any  communication  in  return. 

In  December  the  girls  were  very  busy  dressing  dolls  in  costumes 
representing  the  native  dress  of  the  various  parts  of  our  Empire. 
About  160  were  sent  in,  including  those  representing  JIaltese  ladies, 
Indian  Ayahs,  Egyptian  peasants,  Canadian  Cow  Boys,  Cingalese, 
Natives,  &c.  An  exhibition  was  held  and  the  proceeds,  along  with 
many  of  the  dolls,  were  sent  as  a  Christmas  gift  to  Dr.  Barnardo's 
Homes.  The  remaining  dolls  were  distributed  among  some  of  the 
poorer  schools  of  Sheffield. 

During  the  last  two  years  the  school  has  entered  for  the  Essay 
Competition,  and  several  of  the  pupils  are  writing  essays  again  this 
year. 

Once  a  year  the  parents  are  invited  to  inspect  the  school,  and  on  the 
occasion  of  their  visit  three  years  ago,  a  very  successful  League  of 
Empire  Exhibition  was  held.  \\'e  hope  that  a  similar  one  may  be 
arranged  this  year. 

With  regard  to  the  Correspondence  Comrades'  branch,  the  girls 
themselves  help  considerably,  for,  after  the  Annual  Meeting,  each 
Form  in  the  school  chooses  its  Form  Representative.  These 
representatives  meet  the  hon.  secretary  once  a  month  to  report  the 
progress  of  the  I,eague  members  in  their  forms.  In  this  way  the  girls 
become  more  interested  and  help  in  organisation. 

Occasionalh'  all  the  members  meet  to  read  any  interesting  letters, 
or  to  show  specimens  which  they  have  received.  These  are  the  chief 
activities  of  our  branch  up  to  date,  during  the  present  school  year, 
but  the  most  important  meeting  takes  place  on  May  24,  when  the 
scholars  subscribe  towards  a  rose  wreath  which  is  taken  by  the  Sixth 
Form  boys  and  placed  on  the  statue  of  Queen  Victoria,  in  front  of  the 
Town  Hall. 

In  the  afternoon  our  Empire  Daj'  Celebration  is  held  in  the  school 
grounds  which  are  decorated  with  flags  and  bunting.  The  maps  of 
the  various  parts  of  the  Empire  and  drawings  illustrative  of  its 
products,  animals  (drawn  by  the  boys  and  girls)  are  exhibited  on  the 
wall.  At  the  general  assembly  the  girls,  accompanied  by  the  school 
orchestra,  sing  "  The  British  Grenadiers,"  whilst  the  boys  march 
past  and  salute  the  flag.  A  short  address,  usualh'  given  by  one  of 

the  Governors  is  given,  and  the  celebration  is  completed  by  the 
singing  of  chosen  National  songs. 


Trinidad. 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  League  of  the  Empire  a  lecture  was 
recently  delivered  by  Mr.  A.  M.  Low,  M.A.,  Assistant  Master  at  the 
Queen's  Royal  College,  on  "  Germany  and  the  Present  War."  There 
was  a  large  audience  including  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  the  Hon. 
H.  G.  Bell,  C.M.G.,  Mrs.  Bell,  Mr.  Burslem,  M.A.,  the  Principal  of 
Queen's  Royal  College,  Captain  and  Mrs.  Randolph  Rust  and  many 
other  well-kno\\-n  inhabitants  of  the  Island.  An  excellent  lecture 
was  given  on  the  causes  and  issues  of  the  M'ar,  Jlr.  Low  being  warmly 
applauded.  Captain  Rust  and  Mr.  Hancockproposed  votes  of  thanks 
to  the  lecturer  and  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor  for  presiding. 
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SUMMARY   OF  THE   WORK  UNDERTAKEN   BY   THE 
LEAGUE  OF  THE  EMPIRE. 


A  short  I''(Jucati 


'    and  record  the  work 


The  League  of  the  Empire  has  now 
completed   foiirteeu   years  of  somewhat 
sii'-.iiuoiis  labour  in  the  interests  of  Im- 
li'niiil  Education.    It  is  difficult  in  a  few 
words  to  sunmiarise  the  many  different 
lines  of  activity  which  this  work  has  taken, 
but  the  following  short  record  will,  it  is 
thought,  sufficiently  justify  the  Council  in 
Ijutting  forward  a  claim  to  larger  recog- 
nition, and  also  to  the  special  favour  of 
those  most  able  to  assist  in  the  financial 
f  a  movement  which  has  played 
part  in    spreading  that  wider 
■ '  ich   the   unity   of   the 
iiatelv  denencl. 


1901. 


IIH.        1-1 


ipn^  \^  (L-t  iw(iin_n.Ai  in  this 
y  11.  The  first  work  of  importance  undertaken  was 
to  est.ili'.i  >li  I  iiivspondcnce  between  children  throughout 
the  Enijii;  .  Tlioie  are  now  over  31,000  members  of  the 
Correspondence  Branch  .of  the  Leagtie. 

jnAQ         Afliliation  of  Schools  throughout  the  Empire  was 

'    next   accomplished,  thereby  bringing  hundreds  of 

thousands  of  cliildren  in  every  part  of  the  British  Dominions 

into  closer  relation  v't'i  "•■■''•  ■.''>•■•  i-  --  i.^r,,,;* '--^y  of 

ingenial  interests. 

1907  ^'^*^  ^^^^  Imperial  Education  Conference  between 
'  the  Education  Departments  in  the  Empire  was 
arranged  and  convened  by  the  League.  A  resolution  was 
passed  in  favour  of  a  quadrennial  Conference,  and  it  was 
announced  that  the  next  Official  Conference  on  Education 
would  be  called  by  the  Imperial  Government  in  1911. 

1907  ^^  ^^c&  and  Needlework  Industry  was  founded  by 
the  League  in  St.  Helena  in  this,  a  year  of  acute 
need  in  that  Island.  The  Colonial  Office  made  the  Island  a 
grant,  and  the  Government  of  St.  Helena  shortly  afterwards 
took  over  the  Industiy.  By  request  of  the  Colonial  Office 
the  League  acts  as  Agent  in  England  for  the  School. 


1907. 

T 


was  initiated  providing  for  the  Migration 
"r  purposes  of  study,  and  numbers  of 
arts  of  the  Empire  have  availed 
1'  jio's  arrangements. 

1909-  "^  History  of  the  British  Empire  and  two  Imperial 
1911  ^'^^^  Books  were  prepared  and  published  bv  the 
■  League  through  the  generosity  of  the  late  Mr.  Louis 
Spitzel.  ICdited  by  Professor  A.  F.  Pollard,  these  books  are 
largely  used  in  Schools,  and  a  portion  of  the  History  was 
prescribed  for  the  Oxford  Local  Examination  in  1912. 


1909. 


Til.'  fust  Empire  Day  Parade  in  Hyde  Park  was 
organised  by  the  League  in  this  year.  The  Parade 
is  now  an  annual  event,  and  about  10,000  members  of 
different  organisations  generally  take  part. 

1910        In -this  year  most  of  the  T^aclmb   .\^Mjn,uiuiib 
of  the  Empire  Affiliated  themselves  to  the  League. 


■  review 
d  since 
1907.  l>y  desire  of  representatives  of  Overseas  Governments. 


1912. 


The  First  Imperial  Conference  of  Teachers'  Asso- 
ciations was  held  by  t  "^     t     ,^iq  and  attended  by 
over  600  Delegates  and  Rep  .es  from  all  countries 

in  the  British  Empire. 


1913  ^'^^  League  of  the  Empire  non-residential  Club  was 
established,  with  the  help  of  Sir  Robert  Lucas  Tooth, 
at  28,  Buckingham  Gate,  Westminster,  for  the  use  of 
members  of  the  League,  Associated  Teachers,  Overseas 
visitors  and  all  interested  in  various  kinds  of  imperial 
work.  The  League  has  also  organised  each  year  for  Over- 
seas Teachers  and  friends  visits  to  historical  places  and 
interesting  houses,  &.c.,  in  the  Home  Country,  and  furnished 
introductions  to  those  visitinij  dilTeient  parts  of  the  Empire 
or  emigrating. 

1913  '^^^  ^^^  Annual  Meeting  of  Teachers'  Associations 
throughout  the  Empire  was  convened  by  the  League  in 
July,  1913,  when  arrangements  were  considered  for  the  next 
Imperial  Conference  of  Teachers'  Associations  to  be  held  in 
due  course  in  Toronto,  by  invitation  of  the  Government  of 
Ontario,  who  have  made  a  yearly  grant  of  ^(50  towards  the 
Educational  work  of  the  Tx-atnic. 


1913,    .    "^''^^  ^'I'K 
maugurated. 


II   01   Teachers  was  formally 


In  addition  to  these  special  undertakings  which  stand  out 
somewhat  as  landmarks  in  the  progress  of  the  League, 
attention  may  be  drawn  to  other  useful  indications  of 
activity.  The  Intelligence  Department  of  the  League 
received  commendation  in  1907  from  the  Imperial  Education 
Conference,  which  placed  on  record  "  its  high  appreciation 
of  the  work  done  by  the  Leagrie  of  the  Empire  in  stimulating 
educational  activity  and  in  collecting  and  circulating 
information  on  educational  subjects."  Further  evidence  of 
the  value  of  the  work  done  by  the  League  is  fomid  in  the 
fact  that  many  of  the  Overseas  Education  Departments 
have  appointed  the  League  as  their  Agent  in  England. 
Lectures  both  public  and  private  have  been  arranged  by  the 
League,  Exhibitions  organised,  Empire  Day  Essay  Com- 
petitions throughout  the  Empire  conducted,  and  means  for 
the  interchange  of  literature,  newspapers,  photograph.^, 
specimens,  &c.,  &c.,  pro\nd'»H. 

The  foregoing  summary        -    jmplished  encourages 

the  Council  to  claim  lor  the  1  i-agnc  a  large  measure  of 
success  in  bringing  more  clo-  '  '  '  ■ -ther  British  peoples 
Overseas,  and  securing  effecti  ration  between  them 

and  those  in  the  Home  Counn\-.  the  Council  therefore 
appeal  with  confidence  for  substantial  financial  help  in 
continuing  their  important  work  and  in  '  !  o  a  success- 

ful issue  schemes  which  have  proved  ti;  ,  useful  and 

acceptable  in  all  parts  of  the  Empire. 

.Note. — For  particulars  of  Membership  of  League  and 

ciub  apply  to  the  Hon.  Secretary,  Offices  of  the  League, 
28,  Buckingham  Gate,  London,  S.W. 
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LEAGUE  of  the  EMPIRE  TEXT-BOOKS. 

(GkASSO  Sbum.) 

Each  volume  of  the  series  edited  by 
Professor  A.  P.  POI<LARD,  M.A. 

(Paliow  of  All  Souls'  College,  Oxford  ;    ProfcMor  of  EnglUh  Hiitoey  in  the 
University  of  I<ondon.) 


BOOK  L 

•THE  BRITISH  EMPIRE : '"  ""^^^  'Vu^gRB^"^  *~"  "^^ 

Edited  by  A.  F.  POLLARD,  M.A. 

I96  page*.         jt.  net.         Inland  pottage,  6d. ;    OTerseaa,  it. 

A  Book  for  Tbachbrs  and  Stddbnts. 

Fifteen  special  Contributors  and  oyer  a  Hundred  Authorities  in  all  parts 
tt  the  Empire  bare  collaborated  in  its  production.  Indispensable  for  all 
Ktiool  Libraries  and  teachers  of  history  and  geography,  as  well  as  for  everyone 
who  la  interested  in  the  politics  of  the  Empire  and  the  world.  Cross-referenced 
throughout,  contains  a  Chronological  Table  of  the  History  of  the  Empire  since 
i4f  I,  and  an  Index  of  over  35,000  references.  Pates  551-788  were  prescribed 
r«r  the  Oxlord  Local  Examiaatioa  la  1912. 


BOOK  II. 

tTHE  BRITISH  EMPIRE  AND  ITS  HISTORY. 

By  B.  G.  HAWKE, 
Matriculation  Bxamlnw  In  the  UniTersity  of  London. 

With  Mapt  and  Illustrations.       Crown  8va       3s.  6d.       Inland  postage,  4'^-  ; 

Overseas,  7d. 

Sbcoksarv  Codrsb. 

•  The  second  of  the  graded  series  of  teit-boolcs  on  the  history  of  the 
Bmpire  edited  by  Professor  A.  F.  Pollard  for  the  League  of  the  Empire.  The 
volume  is  designed  for  use  in  the  higher  forms  of  Schools.  It  supplies  a  succinct 
acoount  of  the  political,  constitutional,  social,  industrial  and  commercial 
development  of  every  part  of  the  British  Empire.  There  is  a  growing 
movement  towards  a  common  matriculation  examination  of  the  whole  Empire  ; 


and  it  it  hoped  that  this  volume  will  provide  thejtistory  best  suited  in  character 
and  tcfipe  vix  such  an  Imperial  examination. 
Ulustritions.  


The  book  contains  a  number  of 


BOOK  III. 

JTHE   STORY    OF  THE    BRITISH    EMPIRE. 

BY  GERALD  T.  HANKIN. 
Polly  illustrated.       js.  ' M        Inland  postage,  4d. ;  Overseas  6d, 

PRIMARV   CODRSK. 

This  is  the  third  of  the  graded  series  of  text-books  on  the  history  of  the 
Bmpire  issued  by  the  League  of  the  Empire.  This  volume  is  designed  for  use 
In  the  higher  standards  of  Primary  Schools  and  Junior  forms  of  Secondary 
Schools.     The  book  contains  a  number  of  illustrations. 

AU  the  above  may  be  obtained  from  the  LEAGUE  OF  THE  EMPIRE, 
»8,  BUCKINGHAM  GATE,  WESTMINSTER,  S.W.,  and  of  all  Booksellers. 


♦  "  The  British  Empire:   Its  Past,  Its  Present  and  Its  Future." 
8  TO.,  XXXII.,  864  pp.     5s.  net.     League  of  the  Empire. 
\  "  The  British  Empire  and  Its  History. 


Demy 


By  E.  G.  Hawke,  with  map,' 
and  iilusUations.     Crown  8 vo.     38.  6d.     John  Murray,  London. 

%  "  The  Story  of  the  BriUsh  Empire"     By  Gerald  T.  Hankiu.      Fully 
UlusUated. 


2S.  6d.     John  Murray,  London. 


lUST  PUBLISH  I 


Price  7/6  Net. 


THE  PAN  ANGLES. 

A  Considerat'-on  of  the  Federation  of  the  Seven  Engi'ish- 

speak.ng  Nations  (British  Isle.^,  Un'.ted  States,  New  Zealand, 

Aastral.a,  South  Africa,  Newfoundland,  Canada). 

Rv    SIPMCI.AIP     KRNNRnv. 


l.(l.\(_,.MANb.   GKJ.h.N   iV  LU.,  ii',  I'.itcinu 
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HISTORICAL    PLAYS 
FOR   CHILDREN. 

BY 

AMICE    MACDONELL. 

WITH   ILLUSTRATIONS  BY  THE  AUTHOR. 


Produced  under  the  Auspices  of  the  League  of  the  Empire. 

ALFRED  THE  GREAT.     ROBIN  HOOD.    THEARSIADA. 
THE  ENTERPRISE    OF  THE  ••  MAYFLOWER." 

BAXON  AND  NORDIAN.  MAGNA  CHARTA  and  EDWARD 
m.  (One-Act  Plays  in  One  Book).  OAEDMON.  THE 
BURGHERS  OF  CALAIS  and  THE  GOOD  QUEEN :  A 
Masqne  for  Empire  Day  (In  One  Book).  THE  CRUSADERS. 

In  Mff  paper  covers,  each  6d.  tut. ;  postage  id. 

BRDOE  of  the  LiEflGU  E 

WORN  IN  ALL  COUNTRIES  OF  THE  EMPIRE. 
In  Bronze  (pendants  or  brooch.        •   '  c  6c1. 
In  Silver  „  „  i-  .^'i 

Empire  Day  Badges, ; 

metal       ...         ...         ...  >      . 

Sillc  Union  Jack  Badges  (suit. 

for  use  on  Empire  I^~        ' 

patriotic  occasions  1 

To  be  obtained  of  th*  Hon.  Sicretaries  of  the  Ltagtn  iii  the  different  countries, 
or  at  28,  Buckingham  Gate,  Westminster,  England. 


•  irzatiting  the  League  may  be  obtained  frmn  Mrs.  0»d  Marsbali.,  Hon.  Secretary. 

'lor  the  Editot   should  be    addressed  to    The    Editor,   Pedkrai,  Magazine,  League    of  tht  Empire,   2- 
. ,  Westminster,  London,  S.W.  
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